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[Editor's note: Some are casting strong doubt on Israel's right to
defend its citizens even in the aftermath of the October 7th
massacre – including certain streams of secular humanists and
some Christians. 

Even more surprising than that, there are a few hundred
thousand ultra-Orthodox Jews here in Israel who claim that they
cannot serve in the IDF because they are instead studying the
Law of Moses and its rabbinic extensions.] 

The demand of the Haredi ultra-Orthodox in Israel not to serve in
the army has raised a myriad of social, political, economic, and
religious issues.

I went to see the recent large Haredi demonstration in Jerusalem.
It was very intense. For one thing, among the approximately
250,000 protestors, I did not see even ONE Israeli flag. (For that
matter, not one female, nor one item of clothing with color! Only
“black and white.”)

One of the many confusing issues on the Haredi agenda is the
claim that for the sake of the Torah, they cannot serve in the army.
Yet it is the very Torah of Moses that initiated the idea of an
Israelite army! There were some counter protesters who actually
held up signs with quotations of Torah verses with commands to
serve in the army. [See front page photo.]

The theological argument is quite contorted. 

For the sake of those of us who believe that the Torah is divine
scripture, I thought it would be good to recall several verses
contradicting the Haredi refusal to serve in the army. 

TORAH ON WAR

1. In Genesis Abraham had his own “army” and fought to rescue
his nephew Lot.

“And Abram heard that his brother had been taken captive, he
enlisted all of his trained men, 318, born of his household, and
pursued unto Dan.” (Genesis 14:14)

לֹשׁ  שְׁ וּ ר  שָׂ מֹנָה עָ שְׁ יתוֹ  י בֵ ידֵ נִיכָיו יְלִ ק אֶת-חֲ יָּרֶ יו וַ חִ בָּה אָ שְׁ י נִ ם כִּ רָ בְ ע אַ מַ שְׁ יִּ וַ
ן דֹּף עַד-דָּ  יִּרְ אוֹת וַ מֵ

2. In the Song of Moses in Exodus, after the crossing of the Red
Sea; the children of Israel praise God for a military victory and
proclaim:

“YHVH is a man of war, YHVH is His name.” (Exodus 15:3)

מוֹ שְׁ ה יְהוָה  מָ חָ לְ ישׁ מִ יְהוָה אִ

3. After the Israelites came out of Egypt, they were attacked by
the Amalekites. Moses commanded Joshua to lead a battle against
them.

“And Moses said to Joshua, choose for us men and go out to fight
against Amalek.” (Exodus 17:9)

לֵק עֲמָ ם בַּ לָּחֵ ים וְצֵא הִ שִׁ וּ אֲנָ ר-לָנ חַ עַ בְּ שֻׁ ל-יְהוֹ ה אֶ שֶׁ ר מֹ יֹּאמֶ וַ

4. In the great moral law of Leviticus, in the same passage calling
us to love our neighbor, we are also commanded not to let
someone else be killed.

“Do not stand by the blood of your neighbor, I am YHVH.”
(Leviticus 19:16 *See front page photo.)

נִי יְהוָה ךָ אֲ עֶ ם רֵ עֲמֹד עַל-דַּ לֹא תַ

5. In Numbers, Moses angrily challenges the two and a half tribes
east of the Jordan that they must fight together with the other
tribes in the land of Canaan.

“Will your brothers go out to war, and you will sit here?”
(Numbers 32:6)

וּ פֹה ב שְׁ  תֵּ ם  תֶּ  ה וְאַ מָ חָ לְ וּ לַמִּ יכֶם יָבֹא חֵ אַ הַ

6. In the book of Deuteronomy, there are many laws concerning
warfare. One aspect of the Torah for the children of Israel, is to
serve in the army.

“When you go out to war against your enemies, and YHVH your
God gives them into your hand, and you take captives…”
(Deuteronomy 21:10 *See front page photo.)

יוֹ בְ שִׁ יתָ  בִ שָׁ ךָ וְ יָדֶ יךָ בְּ לֹהֶ נוֹ יְהוָה אֱ וּנְתָ יךָ  ה עַל-אֹיְבֶ מָ חָ לְ צֵא לַמִּ י-תֵ כִּ

May God help Israel (and all of us) to have a balanced, moral, and
biblically based attitude toward military service.
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By Moshe Morrison,
of Blessed Memory “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but

according to His mercy He saved us…” (Titus 3:5)

In the early 1970s, my wife Katya and I lived on her parents’
property, an old farm in Maryland, about an hour’s drive north of
Washington, D.C. Our desire and aim was to live the “good life,” to
get away from civilization and return to nature. I built an
apartment in the barn. We heated and cooked with wood, got our
milk and eggs from our own goats and chickens and did not have
running water or an indoor toilet.  

Part of living this way involved an intense focus on purity of diet.
Now it is certainly true that junk food is detrimental to one’s
health; and that a nutritionally sound diet can help keep us well in
body and mind. However, whole and healthy foods will not give
us the ability to live forever, nor will they make us more
spiritual.  

Back then we were sure that we were on the path to
enlightenment; and that nutrition was as much a part of it as
meditation. (Becoming followers of Yeshua in 1972, brought
about some major alterations in our theological perspectives.)

One of the foods trumpeted in the world of hippie spirituality was
the humble sprout. Almost any grain or bean can be sprouted; and
when the tiny green protrusion begins to push its way out of the
shell, all sorts of miraculous nutritional goodies become available
for the ingesting. (This is actually true.)

Generally, Katya sprouted mung beans and alfalfa seeds. She
would begin by placing a small amount of beans or seeds to be
sprouted in a jar. Each jar had a thin piece of material stretched
across its mouth through which water was poured over the
contents and then drained, leaving the beans in a moist and airy
environment conducive to sprouting. In a relatively short time the
jar interiors were a jungle of miniature intertwined serpentine
vines of various thickness, from the thin wispy threads of alfalfa
sprouts to the plump presence produced by mung beans.

BY BEAN-
SPROUTS SHALL
NO FLESH BE
JUSTIFIED   
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By Leon Mazin
Dear brothers and sisters in Yeshua! 

Peace to you from our Heavenly Father and many blessings to you and your loved ones. I want to say thank you for your prayers and
financial support of Return to Zion Ministry. 

RETURN TO ZION UPDATES

Shivat Tzion Exhibition:

Afterwards (all this was in October) a
team from Texas arrived and helped us
cover the congregation’s patio with a
pergola. This sizable project will become a
part of our “Shivat Tzion Exhibition”
(Return to Zion Exhibition). This phrase
“shivat Tzion” is associated with the
return from the Babylonian Exile in the
days of Zerubbabel, Ezra and Nehemiah.
Our congregation has a similar name,
since it also refers to the return from exile
in our days.

The idea of the exhibition is to share the
biblical story, prophecies and the realities
of the region of Zebulon where we live. As
for the purpose – we want to make an
exhibition accessible for domestic Israeli
tourism. It will open the door to proclaim
God’s faithfulness in a tangible way.
Israelis from around the country gladly
travel to see the sites of Haifa with guides,
and we hope to see them at our
exhibition. To achieve this, it’s important
to solve some additional administrative
matters. So, I kindly ask you to pray for
the Exhibition Project. If anyone feels led
to financially support this this project –
you are more than welcome!

Return to Zion Network of Congregations and Humanitarian Aid

11 Tel Aviv St. Haifa, Israel | Tel: +972 4-851-0876 | Email: info@shaveitzion.org | shaveitzion.org
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Personal Update:

This autumn season was rather
“turbulent” for Nina and me. By turbulent
I mean event-ful; and honestly, we thank
God that we were able to endure all of
this.

Our younger son is a high-school senior
and had his final solo concert. He is a
violinist and the whole family was anxious
for him as he practiced day and night for
the big event.

Our daughter got married, and we
organized the wedding and received
guests from inside and outside Israel. It’s
a big undertaking anywhere, but in Israel
it takes an incredible amount of energy.
Praise God everything went well – the
wedding, the guests, and all the
arrangements. I thank everyone who
prayed for us.

Then our other daughter gave birth.
There was a bit of tension as she was in
the hospital for a while to be monitored
during her pregnancy. Praise God for His
mercy and help.

Congregational Update:

Return to Zion Congregation also had an
“event-ful” season with all the Biblical
Feast Days and the hostages’ release two
years after that terrible Simchat Torah of
October 7 .th

Now we’re getting back to the routine of
home groups and Alef-club, the School of
Music and Arts and work with new
immigrants as well as humanitarian aid to
needy people. It’s a routine that shapes
our lives. 

As the Scriptures say in Philippians 3:12-
14: “Not that I have already obtained all
this, or have already arrived at my goal,
but I press on to take hold of that for
which Yeshua Messiah took hold of me.
Brothers and sisters, I do not consider
myself yet to have taken hold of it. But
one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind
and straining toward what is ahead, I
press on toward the goal to win the prize
for which God has called me heavenward
in Yeshua Messiah”.



bring deep restoration, as it is written: “By His wounds we are
healed” (Isaiah 53:5). This healing is found first and foremost in
the heart and soul. It restores to a person the ability to feel again,
to love again, and to trust again. And here is a less familiar truth…

Healing happens within a believing community. Yeshua did not
call individuals to live out their faith in isolation, but as part of one
body – the Body of the Messiah. Within that “Body,” the power of
the Spirit is revealed. When the congregation stands together in
prayer, something profound happens. The Shekinah, the divine
presence, descends. “For where two or three gather in My name,
there I am in the midst of them” (Matthew 18:20). In this unity of
prayer, filled with faith and love, the ground for healing is formed.
The divine energy (power) of the Holy Spirit moves among
people, releasing fears, cleansing pain, and filling hearts with peace
and renewal.

A healthy congregation is one that moves in love, partnership, and
spiritual authority. These three flow together: love brings
compassion; partnership builds unity; and authority releases
divine power to act in Yeshua’s name. God did not give the gifts of
the Spirit that they might remain written in books. He gave them
to be active among His people.

When a believer who carries pain or trauma stands in the midst
of the kehila, and the brothers and sisters pray, lay hands in faith,
and speak words of life in Yeshua’s name – a miracle happens.
Not always instantly, but truly, flowing through love, unity, and the
spiritual authority of the believer.

The congregation is called to be a spiritual house of empathy and
listening, of emotional and spiritual care. A place without
judgment and full of compassion. A place where the wounded rest
and the strong carry them in love. Each spiritual gift works
together with the others: prophecy that encourages, prayer that
heals, and grace that covers wounds. In this way, the kehila
becomes the Ark of our time – a spiritual refuge in a stormy
world, where the Holy Spirit manifests tangibly, where Yeshua
Himself touches people through the hands and hearts of His
believers.

Those who suffer from trauma or deep pain are not meant to
carry it alone. They are invited into the Body of Messiah; into the
fellowship of believers; into healing, renewal, and revived faith;
into salvation; into the name of Yeshua where every broken heart
can be restored. For when the believing community stands united,
praying and moving in the gifts of the Spirit and in the authority of
Messiah – the whole world awakens to new life.

By Guy Cohen

FROM THE
WOUNDS OF WAR
TO YESHUA’S
HEALING

Harvest of Asher Congregation 
Bornstein Moshe 11, Akko, Israel | Tel: +972 4-991-5487 | E: harvestofasher@hoamail.org | harvestofasher.org
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In times of war, fear, and global turmoil – many people carry deep
wounds. Some have witnessed unbearable scenes, returning from
battle with their bodies intact but their souls bleeding. Others live
with anxiety, recurring memories, or a profound emptiness. These
are symptoms of post-traumatic stress (PTSD).

Amid all this, a spiritual call is being heard, a call to awaken, to
return to the source of life, hope, and healing: the Messiah.

Yeshua is no stranger to suffering. He Himself carried the pain
of the world upon His shoulders. In His crucifixion, He also took
upon  Himself  the  emotional  and mental wounds of humanity, to
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Much of the book of Romans deals with the contrast between the
righteousness of man and the righteousness of God. Simply put,
the latter is a gift received by faith while the former is an attempt
to achieve the acceptance of God by self-effort. 

If Yeshua paid such a high price (His own suffering and death) in
order to secure for us a righteous standing before our Father, how
can we think that we can earn it (or maintain it) ourselves by
doing stuff, no matter how good?

In Romans 10:2-3, Rav Sha’ul (Paul the Apostle) exclaims that his
religious Jewish brethren “have a zeal for God, but not in
accordance with knowledge. For not knowing about God’s
righteousness, and seeking to establish their own, they did not
subject themselves to the righteousness of God.” This problem is
not limited to religious Jews who reject Yeshua. It also afflicts the
followers of Yeshua. 

Part of the danger of this way of thinking is that it inevitably leads
to discouragement. We never seem to achieve the standard to
which we aspire because “by the works [self-effort in the
performance] of the Torah shall no flesh be justified”         
(Romans 3:20). The ensuing discouragement then leads to the
throwing out of the “baby with the bean sprouts.”

“God made Yeshua (Jesus), who knew no sin, to be sin on our
behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”
(2 Corinthians 5:21) 

It is only as we embrace this truth about who we are in Messiah,
that we can walk as He intended. “In order that the requirement of
the Torah might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to
the flesh, but according to the Spirit” (Romans 8:4).

Interestingly enough, sprouts do carry a very powerful
confirmation of this message in themselves. A sprout is a picture
of resurrection. Out of a dead and dry shell comes new life with
marvelous potential. But the method is not scarfing down
platefuls of every variety we find, but in embracing the One who
literally came forth from the grave. Our new life of righteousness
and our continued living hope has come through the resurrection
of Yeshua (1 Peter1:3). He is the shoot that sprang from the root of
Jesse (Isaiah 11:1). He is the tender plant that came like a root out
of parched ground (Isaiah 53:2). He is the rod of Aaron that not
only sprouted, but put forth buds, blossoms and ripe almonds
(Numbers 17:8). When we embrace Him we receive all the
benefits that come from that resurrection life. We do get
“spiritual” and we do live forever!

And when Israel embraces that message, the whole world will
benefit. “In the days to come Jacob will take root, Israel will
blossom and sprout; and they will fill the whole world with fruit”
(Isaiah 27:6).

Of course, the sprouts were a nice addition to a salad or some
lightly sautéed vegetables, not as the main meal. However, Hippy
Moshe (me) was focused on getting super healthy (and probably
ascending to a higher level of consciousness as well). I figured
that if one or two varieties of sprouts were good then how much
more magnificent would a multiplicity be. I found several more
jars and put in each one whatever other beans and seeds were
in our pantry. Katya warned me that in spite of the fact that any
seed or bean could be sprouted; they might not be very tasty
together. But I would not be dissuaded. Soon my harvest was
ready. I grabbed my plate and filled it with a heaping variety of
sprouts – surely a cosmic combination. A little lemon juice
sprinkled on top, and I was ready to rock.

With every mouthful I could almost feel energy and
enlightenment saturating my being. However, also along with
every bite was a growing awareness of how unpleasant this stuff
tasted. I got the distinct impression that I was grazing in the
grass. I couldn’t go on. The whole thing was just a revolting mess
of weeds. Nauseated, I tossed it out the door onto the lawn
where it belonged. It would be years before I could look at
another bean sprout. 

While abusing bean sprouts and striving to earn righteousness
may seem miles apart, my underlying problem was the same.
The more excessive one gets, I thought, surely the rewards will
be reaped proportionally! 

Tents of Mercy Network of Congregations and Humanitarian Aid
P.O. Box 1018 Kiryat Yam 29109 Israel | Tel: +972 (4) 877-7921 | E: admin@tentsofmercy.org | tentsofmercy.org
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By Jonathan Moore

Completing Nehemiah’s Work?

Nehemiah saw the state of Jerusalem, and his heart broke.  

They said to me, “The remnant who have survived the captivity
there in the province are in great distress and disgrace. The
wall of Jerusalem is broken down and its gates have been
burned with fire.” Upon hearing these words I sat down and
wept and mourned for days. I prayed and fasted before the God
of heaven.

He had a vision to repair the breaches in the walls and to
reestablish the community of God in Jerusalem in safety and joy.
His vision was so compelling that all the people worked from
dawn until night! His vision was so compelling that the people
worked even under danger of attack – with a tool in one hand and
a weapon in the other. His vision was so compelling that even
with all the trials, the wall was built in 52 days! (Nehemiah 6:15)

While reading Nehemiah as part of my regular quiet time, I was
struck by a thought from the Lord … regarding a parallel to the
modern nation of Israel. We have some military protection from
enemy nations and terrorists. Yet I felt deep in my spirit that we
still have not rebuilt the spiritual walls of Jerusalem. In the
spiritual realm, Jerusalem is still wide open to demonic attack!
We want Jerusalem to be a praise in all of the earth, but it must be
rebuilt spiritually… from within!

Ahavat Yeshua is a part of that. We are pursuing a community
which will be an engine for evangelism, discipleship, and
community living that continues to gather strength all the way
into the tribulation and until the return of Yeshua. To cultivate
qualified, ordained Hebrew speaking elders and deacons to
oversee the flock. To encourage other congregations to fulfill their
God-given destiny as well. Ahavat Yeshua is not the whole Body in
Jerusalem, but I believe God wants to use us to help show what a
thriving, indigenous, spirit-empowered community can look like. It
looks like the book of Acts! 

[Please consider investing into our mission of “Boldly Living out
the Book of Acts in the Here and Now.”]

COMPLETING
NEHEMIAH’S
WORK?

Testimonies 

Charlie Kirk’s influence reached even the hills of Jerusalem
where just days after his murder we baptized “L” (a young
lady). She was a typical secular Israeli in her humanistic
perspectives, but her opinions began to change during her
own soul searching… and watching of Kirk’s videos: Maybe
the humanistic worldview was not as sound as she thought?
Her journey of faith led her to our community. Pray for “L,”
and for her brother and sister to see the Lord in her and
come to faith in Yeshua as well!

A hostage newly freed from Gaza said that he felt incredibly
close to God when in captivity. While starving in the dark
tunnels, he began to talk to God and feel His presence. He felt
it so much that he had some level of regret after getting out of
captivity and not feeling God as closely! Do you realize that
YOUR prayers helped enable this captive Israeli and others
to feel the presence of God?  

Prayer Requests!

Pray for a change in Gaza leadership that allows for the
Gospel to enter and a new generation to be raised without
hate.

Pray for the newly-launched homegroup – for people to
commit at a deep heart level to be a community, for openness
and for the power of the spirit.
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Ahavat Yeshua Congregation in Jerusalem
Connect with us at tikkunglobal.org/ahavatyeshua
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(please take a moment to pray!)



“But seek first His Kingdom and His righteousness, and all these
things will be added to you.” (Matthew 6:33)

He invites us to enter His Kingdom, to be filled with awe and love,
and to wear the righteousness Yeshua purchased for us at the
cross.

Please continue to stand with us in prayer for the participants:

That they would be filled with the presence and love of
Yeshua
That the Lord would gently reveal areas in need of healing
and restoration
That they would fully receive all He desires to give them in
this season
For clarity and revelation as they bring deep questions,
doubts, and longings before God, that He would meet each
one personally

And please pray for us, the team:

To walk in unity, humility, and the love of Messiah in all
things
For wisdom, sensitivity to the Holy Spirit, and grace to lead
and serve well
For protection over our health, strength, and energy
throughout the program

Thank you for lifting this time up before the Lord, your prayers
make a real difference.

By Revive Israel

Discipleship Program has begun

By the grace of God, we were excited to welcome young people
with open hearts and great expectations as we launched our
2025 Winter Discipleship Program! The group is wonderful,
full of hope and hunger for what God has prepared for this
season. We will be focusing and diving deep into the book of
Romans. 

We had the joy of hosting our dear friends and leaders, Bassam
and Jesra Adranly, for a powerful time of teaching and sharing
from God’s Word. Together, we explored the righteousness
we've received through Yeshua. We were reminded that
because of His righteousness, we stand before God blameless,
not only forgiven, but completely transformed.

Out in the field, with our hands in the soil, we were freshly
reminded of God’s eternal power and divine nature revealed in
creation:

“For since the creation of the world, His invisible attributes, His
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being
understood through what has been created.” (Romans 1:20)

This revelation stirs both a holy fear and deep wonder at God’s
goodness. He has been so generous with humanity, giving us a
way of escape from His wrath. His justice is unlike the justice of
this world. In His mercy and love, He gave us the most precious
gift of all.

It is powerful to watch young believers just beginning their walk
with Yeshua. They’re thirsty for truth and eager to dive into the
Scriptures. It reminds us how easy it is to forget the kindness of
God that once led us to repentance. 

However, God is always inviting us all to return, to remember
our first love, to draw near to Him again, even after many years
of faith. To put on His righteousness, and come boldly before
His throne of glory in full assurance of faith. We’re praying that
each one of you will be filled with holy fear and clothed in
righteousness.

TRANSFORMED 
BY HIS
RIGHTEOUSNESS

Revive Israel 
Connect with us at reviveisrael.org 
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“I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul will
exult in my God. For He has clothed me with
garments of salvation, He has wrapped me with
a robe of righteousness...” (Isaiah 61:10)


